Nomenclature of Cell Strains
At the International Tissue Culture Meeting, held in Glasgow on the 26th and 27th August, 1957, the subject of the nomenclature of cell-strains used in tissue culture was considered. After general discussion, a committee was appointed and recommendations were made. It was suggested that authors should give the following information when first mentioning a cell strain in the course of a publication. 1. Whether the tissue of origin was normal or neoplastic and, if neoplastic, whether benign or malignant.
2. Whether the tissue was adult or embryonic. 3. Animal species of origin. 4. Organ of origin. 5. The cell-type (if known). 6. The designation of the strain. 7. Whether the strain has been cloned and, if so, the clone number. 8. The reference to the original article in which the strain was described. It was further suggested that the designation of the strain should consist of a series of not more than four letters indicating the laboratory of origin, followed by a series of numbers indicating the strain e. g. NCL 123. Thus, a strain might be described: Normal adult rat heart fibroblast, strain NBG111, clone 29 (Z. LOBA-CHEVSKY, J. Metaphys. Cytol. 99, 77 [1922] ). Subsequently, in the same communication it would suffice to refer to the strain by its strain designation.
The undersigned was elected Chairman of an ad hoc committee to consider methods of codifying this scheme, and was instructed to circulate the proposals to appropriate journals with the object of making them widely known to all engaged in culturing animal cells.
